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9 September 2011

The Hon. Tony Abbott, MP

Leader of the Opposition

PO Box 6022
Parliament House
Canberra, A.C.T. 2600,

Fax: 6277 8562

Dear Mr Abbott,

I am writing to you in regards to the invitation extended by your Parliamentary
Secretary Senator Cory Bernardi to Greet Wilders to visit Australia.

Geert Wilders has called for a ‘polluter pays’ headscarf tax in his own country, a
ban on the Quran and Islamic schools and has compared the Quran to Hitler’s Mein
Kampf'. His visit is intended to cover various countries including Australia to
establish a “worldwide anti-Islamic organisation,” is unlawful in at least three
Australian states (Queensland, Victoria and Tasmania) which outlaw both racial and
religious vilification®. Mr Wilders has faced prosecution in Holland for inciting
hatred and discrimination®. Furthermore Mr Wilder’s call to amend immigration
policies to prohibit immigration from majority Muslim countries regardless of their
faith incites racial hatred and prejudice towards people from those countries.

Wilders has attracted protest in many countries where he has not been welcome.
This includes the UK where he was denied entry in 2009, the British government
stating that he would “threaten community harmony and therefore public security" g
He was also asked to leave the West German tourist resort of Monschau due to local
government concerns that his presence will taint the town “with suspicion that it

was sympathetic to his views™.

Mr Abbott, over the last decade, all tiers of Australian government and civil society
in Australia have striven tremendously to bring all communities together. A direct
result of this social harmony is the growth of trade and enrolment of foreign

Halal Certification & Accreditatigtudents in our universities. Islamic industries are flourishing in Australia including

the Halal meat industry and the growing Islamic Finance initiatives which have also
gained traction in many countries. A visit by Mr Wilders to Australia stands to
jeopardize billions of dollars in trade between Australia and majority Muslim
countries.

! http://muslimvillage.com/2010/09/01/anti-islam-dutch-mp-heading-for-australia/
*hitp://www.hreoc.gov.au/racial discrimination/cyberracism/vilification.html
3 http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/uk/article5710559.ece
457
1bid.
3 hitp://www.thelocal.de/society/20100316-25909.html




We strongly believe that his entry to Australia will incite hatred against people of
the Islamic religion, cause great distress amongst many Australians and will
motivate strong protest. Despite our best efforts to the contrary, his visit will
certainly create disharmony in the Australian community.

In your position as the Leader of the party, we kindly ask if you could, and I quote
the former leader of the One Nation Party, Pauline Hanson to “please explain”
your position on this matter and most importantly if you condone your
Parliamentary Secretary’s very open anti-Islamic views.

Yours sincerely,
Ikebal Adam Patel,

National President and CEO of Muslims Australia - Australian Federation of
Islamic Councils (AFIC)

CC:  State Islamic Councils of Australia.
Islamic Societies of Australia.
Imams and Religious Leaders.



