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Form 17
Rule 8.05(1)(a)

Statement of claim

No. of 2017
Faderal Court of Australia

District Ragistry: New South Wales
Division: General

SHADY ALSULEIMAN
Applicant

NATIONWIDE NEWS PTY LIMITED & ANOR
Respondents

The Applicant relies on the following facts and assertions:
Parties .
1. The first respondent is:
(a) acompany duly incorporated,
(b} liable to be sued in and by its corporate name and style;

(c) the publisher at all material times of a newspaper known as The Daily Telegraph (the
“DT Newspaper");

(d) the publisher at all material times of a website located at URL address
www.dailytelegraph.com.au (the “the DT website").

Filed on kehalf of (name & role of

party) Shady Alsutelman, Applicant
Prepared by (name of personflawyer)  Hamza Alameddine
Law firm (if applicable)  Birchgrove Legat

Tel (02)80181087 . ... ... ... .. Fax (02)80836173

Email  hamza.alameddine@birchgrovelegalcomaw
Address for service Level 5, 233 Castlereagh Street, Sydney NSW 2000

(inc|ude state and PO Box 20312 WORLD SQUARE NSW 2002

postcode)



2.  The second respondent is:

(a) acompany duly incorporated;

(b} liable to be sued in and by its corporate name and style;

(c) the publisher at all material times of a newspaper known as The Courier Mail (the
*Courier Newspaper"); and

(d) the publisher at all material times of a website located at URL address
www.couriermail.com.au (the “the Courter Malil website"}.

First Matter complained of

3. On or about 19 June 2018 the first respondent published of and concerning the applicant,
in the Australian Capital Territory and in all of the other States and the Northern Territory
of Australia, the words set forth in Schedule A hereto (the “first matter complained of’).

Particulars of publication

(a) The first matter complained of was published in print by the first respondent on
page 33 of the DT Newspaper which was distributed, offered for sale and sold in
each State and Territory of Australia.

(b} The first matter complained of was entitlied “fslam threat ignored with a gay
abandon’.

(c) Further particulars of the extent of publication of the first matter complained of will
be provided after admissions, discovery andintervogatories.

4, In its natural and ordinary meaning, the first matter complained of was defamatory of the
applicant and carried the following defamatory meanings (or meanings not different in
substance):



Particuiars of meaning

(@)

(b)

()

The apgplicant preaches hatred of homosexuals, women and other minorities.

The applicant holds repugnant views about homosexuals, women and other
minorities.

The applicant had so conducted himself by preaching and condoning repugnant
views about homosexuals, women and other mincrities that he should have to
resign his leadership of the Imams Council.

Second Matter complained of

5. On or about 19 June 2016 the first respondent and/or the second respondent published,
and continue to publish, of and concerning the applicant, in the Australian Capital Territory
and al! of the States and Territories of Australia, on the world wide web the words set forth
in Schedule B hereto (the "second matter complained of’).

Particulars of publication

(a)

{b)

(<)

(d)

(e)

The second matter complained of was eniitled “Istam threat ignored with gay
abandon”.

The second matter complained of was upleaded by the first respondent on the
world wide web on the DT website.

The DT website is a mass media website viewed by hundreds of thousands of
readers per day.

The second matter complained of was downloaded by persons unknown to the
applicant from the DT website in sach State and Territory of Australia.

The second matter complained of is still avaitable for publication on the DT
website.



] The second matter complained of was uploaded by the second respondent on the
world wide web on the Courier Mail website in the form set out in Schedule B1
hereto.

(g)  The Courier Mail website is a mass media website viewed by hundreds of
thousands of readers per day.

{h)  The second matter complained of was downloaded by persons unknown to the
applicant from the Courier Mail website in each State and Territory of Australia.

{i) The second matter complained of is still available for publication on the Courier
Mail website.

8. In its natural and ordinary meaning, the second matter complained of was defamatory of
the appticant and carried the following defamatory meanings (or meanings not different in
substance):

Particulars of meaning

(a) The applicant preaches hatred of homosexuals, women and other minorities.

(b}  The applicant holds repugnant views about homosexuals, women and other
minorities.

(c)  The applicant had so conducted himself by preaching and condoning repugnant
views about homosexuals, women and othér minorities that he should have 10
resign his leadership of the Imams Council.

Third Matter complained of

7. On or about 19 June 2016 the second respondent published of and concerning the
applicant, in the Australian Capital Territory and in all of the other States and the Northern
Territory of Australia, the words set forth in Schedule C hereto (the “third matter
complained of").



Particulars of publication

{(a) The third matter complained of was published in print by the second respondent
on page 68 and 69 of the Courier Newspaper which was distributed, offered for
sale and sold in each State and Territory of Australia.

(b) The third matter complained of was entitled "Plateful of hale on menu',

(c) Further particulars of the extent of publication of the third matter complained of will
be provided after admissions, discovery and interrogatories.

8. In its natural and ordinary meaning, the third matter complained of was defamatory of the

applicant and carried the lollowing defamatory meanings (or meanings not different in
substance):

Particulars of meaning

(a) The applicant preaches haired of homosexuals, women and pecple who have sex
outside marriage.

{b) The applicant advocates and espouses despicable views, namely that women
should hang by their breasts in hell if they dare to look at men, that adulterers
shou'd he stoned 1o death, and that homosexuality is a ¢rime for which AIDS is a
divine punishment.

(c) The applicant is a barbaric troglodyte.

(d) The applicant incites violence against women.

Fourth Matter complained of

9. On or about 19 June 2016 the second respondent published, and continues to publish, of
and concerning the applicant, in the Australian Capilal Territory and all of the States and
Territories of Australia, on the world wide web the words set forth in Schedule D hereto
(the “fourth matter complained of’).



10.

Particulars of publication

(a)

()

(c)

{d)

(e}

The fourth matter complained of was entitied “Tolerance and compassion only
allows threat of radical Islam to Hourish in Australia”.

The fourth matter complained of was uploaded by the second respondent on the
world wide web on the Gourier Mail website in the form set out in Schedule D
hereto,

The Courier Mail website is a mass media website viewed by hundreds of
thousands of readers per day.

The fourth matter complained of was downlbaded by persons unknown to the
applicant from the Courier Mai! website in each State and Territory of Australia.

The fourth matter complained of is still available for publication on the Courisr Mail
website.

In its natural and ordinary meaning, the fourth matter complained of was defamatory of
the applicant and carried the following defamatory meanings (or meanings not different in
substance):

Particulars of meaning

(a}

{b)

(c)

(d)

The applicant preaches hatred of homosexuais, women and people who have sex
outside marriage.

The applicant advocates and espouses despicable views, namely that women
should hang by their breasts in hell if they dare to look at men, that adulterers
should be stoned to death, and that homosexuality is a crime for which AIDS is &
divine punishment.

The applicant is a barbaric troglodyte.

The applicant incites violence against women.



Fifth Matter complained of

11,

On or about 16 June 2016 the first respondent published, and continues to publish, of and
concerning the applicant, in the Australian Capital Teritory and all of the States and
Territories of Australia, on the world wide web the words set forth in Schedule E hereto
{the "tifth matter complained of”).

Particulars ot publication

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

{f)

The fifth matter complained of was entitled *Prime Minister Maicolm Turnbull dines
with hate preacher”.

The fifth matter complained of was uploaded by the first respondent on the world
wide web on the DT website.

The DT website is 2 mass media website viewed by hundreds of thousands of
readers per day.

The fifth matter complained of was downkaded by persons unknown to the
applicant from the DT website in each State and Territory of Australia.

The fifth matter complained of is still avaitable for publication on the DT website.

The fifth matter complained of was also republished by entities related to the tirst
respondent and/or second respondent on the following websites:

i the website located at url address www.heraldsun.com.au (the “the Herald
Sun website").

ii. the wabsite located at url address www.adelaidenow.com.au {the “the
Adelaide Now webslte");

(collectively, the “republication websites").



12.

()

(h)

(i}

()

(k)

{

(m)

A copy of the fifth matter complained of as it appeared on each of the republication
websites is set forth in Schadule E1 hereto.

The first respondent authorised the uploading of the fifth matter complained of onto
sach of the republication websites.

Alternatively to the preceding particulars, the uploading of the fifth matter
complained of onto sach of the republication websites was the natural and
probably consequence of the publication of the fifth matter complained of by the
first respondent.

Each of the republication websites is a mass media website viewed by tens of
thousands of readers per day.

The fifth matter complained of was downloaded by parsons unknown to the
applicant in each State and Territory of Ausiralia from each of the republication
websites.

The fifth matter complained of is still available for publication on each of the
republication websites.

Further particulars of the extent of publication and republication of the fiith matter
complained of will be provided after admissions, discovery and intsrrogatories.

In its natural and ordinary meaning, the fifth matter complained of was defamatory of the
applicant and carried the following defamatory meanings (or meanings not different in
subslance):

Particulars of meaning

(@)

The applicant preachas hatred of homosexuals, women and peaple who have sex
outside marriage.



{b) The applicant advocates and espouses despicable views, namely that women
should be hung by their breasts in hell, that adulterers should ba stoned to death,
and that AlOS is a divine punishment for homosexuals.

(c) The applicant incites violence against women by calling for them to be kilied if they
engage in premarital sex.

13. By reason of the publication and rapublication by the respondents of the first, second,
third, fourth and/or fifth matters complained of, the applicant has been brought into hatred,
ridicule and contempt and has been gravely injured in his character and reputation and
has suffered hurt and embarrassment and has suffered and will continue to suffer loss and
damage.

Date: 14 June 2017

e
za Alameddine

Lawyer for Applicant

This pleading was prepared by Sue Chrysanthou, Barrister.
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Certificate of lawyer

I, Hamza Alameddine, certify to the Court that, in relation to ihe statement of claim filed on
behalif of the Applicant, the factual and lsgal material available to me at present provides a
proper basis for each allegation in the pleading.

Date: /¢ JINE Do

& e
awyer for the Applicant
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SCHEDULE “B”
Diily Telegraph

Peta Credlin: Islam threat ignored with a gay
abandon

June 18, 2016 8:00pm

PETA CREDLIN

Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull hosted an Iftar dinner celebrating Ramadan at Kirribilli House last week.
Pictured with Waleed Aly and his wife Susan Carland. Picture: Andrew Meares

ANOTHER week, another act of Islamist violence, another hate preacher
arriving in Australia to spread his poison, another homegrown hate
preacher proving it isn’t just an imported problem and the community
getting more and more sick of political leaders failing to speak the truth.

When will we finally get real and accept that there’s a deadly cancer within Islam?

The Orlando terrorist may have been a loner and perhaps struggling with his own sexuality but
he was also a regular mosque-goer, an associate of the first American suicide bomber, someone
who cheered the Twin Towers attack, had been previously investigated by the FBI as a terror
risk and claimed to be a relative of Osama bin Laden.

In the midst of his premeditated killing spree, he called the emergency hotline to announce his
allegiance to Islamic State.

How many times must people kill chanting “Allahu Akbar” for our leaders to overcome their
squeamishness and stop the patently ridiculous insistence that Islamist extremism has nothing to
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do with Islam.

This week, leaders including President Barack Obama, Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull and
Opposition Leader Bill Shorten yet again dodged around the “I¥ word while the world reeled in
horror from yet another outrage perpetrated in its name,

Yes he chose te murder innocent people via the soft target of a gay nightclub {that's the “who")
and ves lax gun laws made it easy (that’s the "how®”), but there’'s no getting around it that the
“why"” was Islamic extremism.

We've had the attack on police in Melbourne’s Endeavour Hills, the Lindt Cafe siege in Sydney,
more police attacks in NSW and the visit last week of British-born Islamic hate preacher Dr
Farrokh Sekaleshfar who advocates death for homosexual acts and who was welcomed by local
Muslim groups before the media exposed him and he fled the country.

Sadly, we no longer need to import our hate preachers as we have more than engugh of our
own. While the imported ones might be dealt with by a more consistent application of the
character test for visa applications, others are Australian citizens who lead local Islamic
organisations.

As we saw on Thursday night, they can even end up at a dinner with the Prime Minister, Fair
enough, have a Ramadan Iftar dinner at Kirribilli House but if the Department of Prime
Minister and Cabinet, the Australian Federal Police, the ceremanial branch and the Prime
Minister's own office can’t recognise a hate preacher and exclude him, we have a massive
problem.

Worse still is that even when exposed for his repugnant views on gays, women and other
mincrities, Sheik Shady Alsuleiman remains president of the Australian National Imams
Council. Suraly we should be demanding his resignation from this leadership position?

Why hasn’t the Imams Council stood up and said he doesn’t reflect the views of Australian
Muslims?

The Prime Minister and the Leader of the Opposition have also been deafening in their silence
on his ongoing leadership of the Imams Council and we are right to feel they’re letting us down.
In her recent book, the former Muslim Ayaan Hirsi Ali, who's been fiving under 24-hour police
protection for years because of a fatwa against her, cited research that three-quarters of
Pakistanis and two-fifths of Iragis believe that the punishment for apostasy should be death.

It is also the case that homosexuality is criminalised in 40 out of 57 Muslim-majority countries.
It might only be in the Islamic State caliphate that homosexuals are routinaly thrown off tall
buildings (and filmed for propaganda value) but many Muslim countries condone the killing of
converts, the stoning of adulterers and the maiming of thieves.

It’s true that in the United Arab Emirates (UAE), for instance, there are about 70 Christian
churches, with new ones opening; alcohol is available in hotels; and people’s private lives are
generally their own business.

Still, in much of the Muslim world, the tendency is towards medievalism — not away from it
— with more enforcement of Sharia law and more subjugation of women and minorities,
particularly homosexuals.

If President Al Sisi of Egypt, himself a devout Muslim, can call for a “religious revolution”
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inside Islam, why can’t Western leaders support this call?

Instead, are we so constrained by political correctness that we would rather trace the Orlando
atrocity to hemophobia than Islam so that it becomes a problem for us rather than for them?

Because that's exactly how we have behaved when it comes to women. We would much rather
find examples of Muslim women living free and open lives than expose the all-too-common
examples of women suffering abuse, child marriage, lack of formal education, genital
mutilation, bigameus marriages and more.

The right response to Islamist terrorism is abundantly clear: with our allies, we need a more
resolute Middle Eastern military campaign against the caliphate which is its most obvious
inspiration; at home, our police and security agencies need to be given all the resources and
powers they need to monitor potential terrorists and disrupt potential attacks; we need to work
with “live and let live” Muslims, here and abroad, to promote Islamic versions of the
Reformaticn and the Enlightenment; and, maost of all, we need to speak the truth.

Until mainstream Isiam can cope with diversity, the world is doomed te more terror attacks.
While we haven’t heard much about national security in this campaign, there’s no doubt that the
atrocity in Orlando (and the uncertainty it brings), just like those in Brussels, Istanbul, Paris,
Melbourne, Sydney, Boston, Fort Hood, London, New York and more, will loom large as we

cast our ballots.

A note of warning to our major parties is that leaders who fail to address community concern by
speaking truth on this issue will leave our political culture vulnerable to fringe parties and
individuals who have agendas that are not in our national interest. Simply trying to shut down
this debate on Islamic extremism will not make it go away.

Leaders must lead.
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SCHEDULE “B1”
CouricrdaMail

Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull hosted an Iftar dinner celebrating Ramadan at
Kirribilli House last week, Pictured with Waleed Alv and s svile Susan Carland. Pietu

Ve

Peta Credlin: Islam
threat ignored with a
gay abandon

Sunday Herald Sun
June 16, 2016 12:55pm
Subseriber only

ANOTHER week, another act of Islamist violence, another hate preacher arriving in
Australia to spread his poison, another homegrown hate preacher proving it isn’t just
an imported problem and the community getting more and more sick of political
leaders failing to speak the truth.

When will we finally get real and accept that there’s a deadly cancer within Islam?

The Orlando terrorist may have been a loner and perhaps struggling with his own
sexuality but he was also a regular mosque-goer, an associate of the first American
suicide bomber, someone who cheered the Twin Towers attack, had been previously
investigated by the FBI as a terror risk and claimed to be a relative of Osama bin
Laden.
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In the midst of his premeditated killing spree, he called the emergency hotline to
announce his allegiance to Islamic State.

How many times must people kill chanting “Allahu Akbar” for our leaders to
overcome their squeamishness and stop the patently ridiculous insistence that
Islamist extremism has nothing to do with Islam.

This week, leaders including
President Barack Obama, Prime
Minister Malcolm Turnbull and
Opposition Leader Bill Shorten
yet again dodged around the “1”
word while the world reeled in
horror

from yet another outrage
perpetrated in its name.

Yes he chose to murder innocent
peoplevia the soft target of a gay
nightclub (that’s the “who”) and
yes lax gun laws made it easy
(that’s the “how”), but there’s no
getting around it that the “why”
was Islamic extremism.

We've had the attack on police in
Melbourne’s Endeavour Hills,
the Lindt Cafe siege in Sydney,
more police attacks in NSW and
the visit last week of British-
born Islamic hate preacher Dr
Farrokh Sekaleshfar who
advocates death for homosexual
acts and who was welcomed by
local Muslim groups before the
media exposed him and he fled
the country

e

Sadly, we no longer need to import our hate preachers as we have more than enough
of our own. While the imported ones might be dealt with by a more consistent
application of the character test for visa applications, others are Australian citizens
who lead local Islamic organisations.

As we saw on Thursday night, they can even end up at a dinner with the Prime
Minister. Fair enough, have a Ramadan Iftar dinner at Kirribilli House but if the
Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet, the Australian Federal Police, the
ceremonial branch and the Prime Minister’s own office can’t recognise a hate
preacher and exclude him, we have a massive problem.
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Worse still is that even when exposed for his repugnant views on gays, women and
other minorities, Sheik Shady Alsuleiman remains president of the Australian
National Imams Council. Surely we should be demanding his resignation from this
leadership position?

Why hasn’t the Imams Council stood up and said he doesn’t reflect the views of
Australian Muslims?

The Prime Minister and the Leader of the Opposition have also been
deafening in their silence on his ongoing leadership of the Imams Council
and we are right to feel they're letting us down.

In her recent book, the former Muslim Ayaan Hirsi Ali, who's been living
under 24-hour police protection for years because of a fatwa against her, cited
research that three-quarters of Pakistanis and two-fifths of Iraqis believe that
the punishment for apostasy should be death.

It is also the case that homosexuality is criminalised in 40 out of 57 Muslim-majority
countries. It might only be in the Islamic State caliphate that homosexuals are
routinely thrown off tall buildings (and filmed for propaganda value) but many
Muslim countries condone the killing of converts, the stoning of adulterers and the
maiming of thieves.
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Sheikh Shady Alsuleiman and Grand Mufti Dr ibrahim Abu Mohammed attended the itar dinner
hosted by PM Malcolm Turnbull. Picture: James Croucher

{t’s true that in the United Arab Emirates (UAE), for instance, there are about

70 Christian churches, with new ones opening; alcohol is available in hotels;

and people’s private lives are generally their own business.

Still, in much of the Muslim world, the tendency is towards medievalism — not away
from it— with more enforcement of Sharia law and more subjugation of women and
minorities, particularly homosexuals.

If President Al Sisi of Egypt, himself a devout Muslim, can call for a “religious
revolution” inside Islam, why can’t Western leaders support this call?
Instead, are we so constrained by political correctness that we would rather
trace the Orlando atrocity to homophobia than I[slam so that it becomes a
problem for us rather than for them?

Because that’s exactly how we have behaved when it comes to women. We
would much rather find examples of Muslim women living free and cpen
lives than expose the all-too- common examples of women suffering abuse,
child marriage, lack of formal education, gender mutilation, bigamous
marriages and more.

The right response to Islamist terrorism is abundantly clear: with our allies,
we need a more resolute Middle Eastern military campaign against the
caliphate which is its most obvious inspiration; at home, our police and
security agencies need to be given all the resources and powers they need to
monitor potential terrorists and disrupt potential attacks; we need to work
with “live and let live” Muslims, here and abroad, to promote Islamic versions
of the Reformation and the Enlightenment; and, most of all, we need to speak
the truth.

Until mainstream Islam can cope with diversity, the world is docomed to more terror
attacks.

While we haven’t heard much about national security in this campaign, there’s

no doubt that the atrocity in Orlando {and the uncertainty it brings), just like

those in Brussels, Istanbul, Paris, Melbourne, Sydney, Boston, Fert Hood,

London, New York and more, will loom large as we cast our ballots.

A note of warning to our major parties is that leaders who fail to address
community concern by speaking truth on this issue will leave our political
culture vulnerable to fringe parties and individuals who have agendas that are



118  not in our national interest. Simply trying to shut down this debate on Islamic
119  extremism will not make it go away.

120 Leaders must lead.
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SCHEDULE “D”
CourierdMail

Shady Sheikh says women must obey
their husbands to 'enter paradise'

Opinion

Tolerance and
compassion only allows
threat ofradical Islam to
flourish in Australia

David Penberthy, The Courier-Mail
June 19, 2016 12:00am
Subscriber only

THURSDAY'S post-Ramadan dinner at Kirribilli House was billed as a
celebration of diversity and mutual respect.

It also shone a stark and depressing light on the western world's capacity for

extending the hand of friendship to pecople who would happily chop it off.

[t is a shame that this otherwise convivial meal between our Prime Minister and
the many decent members of Australia’s Muslim communitics was undermined

by the presence of one man,
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I'he hate preacher Sheik Shady Alsuleiman who, among other things, has
argued that AIDS is a divine punishment for the crime of homosexuality, that
women who dare to look at men should “hang from their breasts in hell”, and
that adulterers should be stoned to death.

.
l ! 1T

-
-

Hate preacher Sheik Shady Al-Suleiman arrives at Kirribilli House for a dinner with

the Prime Minister. Pic: James Croucher

The really scary thing about this sheik 1s that he is not some isolated nutter. He
is the president of the Australian National Imams Council, showing that he is
held in high regard by many, both as a spiritual leader and a role model for

young men.

What's possibly scarier is that out of our classically liberal sense of politeness
and civility, our Prime Minister wound up breaking bread with a bloke who

belongs in a cave.

As the civilised world tries to find solutions to the threat posed by radical Islam,
we should become a whole lot less squeamish in defining the nature of the

problem.

Earlier this week, the ABC ran a report on the Orlando massacre which struck
me as a classic example of the weasel words progressive westerners use to avoid

stating uncomfortable truths.
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[he gunman was described as “deeply homophobic”. Obviously, he was. But
the convenient thing about the “deeply homophobic™ tag is that it renders the

role ol radical Islam either incidental or even irrelevant to his homophobia.

[tis not. The reason this bloke ended up hating gay people so much is that

he subscribed to the most warped interpretation of the Islamic faith.

Indeed, if he was following that version of the faith properly, by definition he
would have to believe that gays, adulterers, apostates, non-Muslims, and women
who dare to get an education, have sex before marriage. marry the man of their

choice or leave the house in an uncloaked state, should be rounded up for a

beating at best and a public execution at worst.

The Orlando memorial for the 49 victims of Omar Mateen, the Orlando

gunman described as “deeply homophobic”. Pic: Getty Images

If you narrowly define this psychopath as a homophobe, you can tiptoe around
these facts. I do not know why so many progressive people are so incapable

of using plain language.

Back in the 1930s, progressive people [rom around the world risked their lives

fighting for the Spanish Republic against General Franco and  his fascists.
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Ranging from socialists and anarchists to Fabians and small-1 liberals and,
Lo their enduring credit, these people correctly identified the Spanish Civil War

as a warm- up act for the battle against fascism in World War II.

Fast forward to 2016 and the racist, misogynist, homophobic and
expansionist agenda of radical Islam is ignored by most progressives, whose
solution to the challenge is about as profound and workable as Radney King’s
plaintive query, “Can’t we all just get along?”” Orlando is the latest horrendous

reminder that we can’t.

There should be no generalised slurs against Islam, which is overwhelmingly

a peaceful religion practised by people of peace.

One of the happiest periods of my working life was spent in Indonesia,
working for a newspaper which was overwhelmingly staffed by Muslims who
were every bit as laid-back and decent as the 90 per cent Muslim majority in

that country of 250 million.

But such caveats should not prevent the most brutally honest assessment of
what radical Islam entajls and why those who subscribe to it have to be

destroyed, because appeasement simply isn’t an option.
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['here was a perverse
symmetry to the fact that, as
the Orlando shootings were
coming to light, it also
emerged that Australia, in its
unyieldingly polite liberal
wisdom, had thrown open its
doors to a radical British- born
Islamicist who advocates the

execution of homosexuals.

Farrokh Sckaleshfar was in
Australia after he was invited
to be a guest speaker at the
Imam Husain Islamic Centre
in inner-western Sydney.He
was scheduled to give a
sermon there on Wednesday
night, but fled the country
when it emerged that
Canberra would be cancelling

his visa after media reports

aboult his screwed- up views.

This lunatic's presence on our shores is merely the latest demonstration of how the
things which make our socicty great — plurality of views, freedom of speech, free assembly —
arc also its underbelly.

[.iberal purists argue that you can never compromise these baseline standards. | am

not so sure.

If it is your intention to preach to a roomful of confused and listless young men in a
western Sydney prayer hall, goading them into action, you have transcended the

normal boundaries of free speech and become an advocate for hate.

Fiqually, while the civil libertarians might argue about intrusions into people’s
privacy, | reckon that anyone who wanted to attend the scheduled shindig at that
western Sydney prayer room, is screaming out to have their name and address

taken, their movements monitored, their computer history checked.

Unyielding tolerance and boundless compassion are terrific qualitics. They arc also

the basis for our demise. Every time | see those Hope Over Fear banners dangling
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outside our progressive churches, | am both touched by the generosity of its

sentiment and struck by its naivety.

Under this Pollyanna view of the world, we would open both our hearts and borders
indiscriminately to a vasi influx of people from the Middle East, fast-tracking or

even abandoning background checks.

We would risk giving a safe haven to the kind of people who would have been

cheering the Orlando massacre. You know, on compassionate grounds.
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Prime Minister Malcolm
Turnbull dines with hate
preacher

James Campbell, Rob Harris, Kara Irving, Herald Sun

June 16, 2016 10:30pm

PRIME Minister Malcolm Turnbull said he regrets the invitation for an Islamic
preacher — who once called AIDS a divine punishment for gays — to attend a

government hosted dinner



12 Mr Turnbull said his department would not have invited Sheik Shady Al-Suleiman to an
13 [ftar dinner at Kirribilli House to mark Ramadan last night il he was aware of the offensive
14  comments he made about homosexuals.

15 “I'do regret his invitation. He was invited in an official capacity as president of the

16 Imam Council and the guest list was assembled by my department,” he told 3AW.

17 “IfI had been awarc he had made those remarks about homosexuals and gay people, he
18  would not have been invited.”

19  Mr Turnbull said he was told of Sheik Shady Al-Suleiman’s offensive comments and

20  videos at last night's dinner by a staffer.

21

22 - Ve o —-__J 2 18,

23 Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull hosted an ar dinner celebrating Ramadan at Kirribilli House in Sydney.
24 Picture: AAp
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Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull hosts an Iftar dinner celebrating Ramadan at

Kirribilli House. Picture: AAP

The Sheik once called AIDS a divine punishment for gays and for adulterers to be

stoned to death.

Online videos also show Sheik Shady saying women would be “hung by their breasts in

hell” and women should not even look at men.

The Australian-born Sheik has also previously called on God to help “destroy the
enemies of Islam™ and for adulterers to be stoned to death.

Mr Turnbull condemned the sheik’s remarks.

“That's the first time I have heard of that and it's completely unacceptable,” Mr
Turnbull said.

“I condemn remarks of that kind. They have no place in Australian law or Australian
culture.”

0:00 / 1:46

Shady Sheikh says women must obey their husbands to 'enter paradise’
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Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull speaks at the event. Picture: AAP

Among the guests at the dinner included Gold Logie winner Waleed Aly
and wife Susan Carland, head of the Australian Multicultural Foundation
Hass Dellal, Archbishop of Sydney, Reverend Glenn Davies and Richmond

footballer Bachar Houli.

In online videos Shiek Shady has called for the killing of women who engage in
premarital sex: “Remember that if there is an Islamic state the punishment

of zina [sex outside marriage], the punishment of those who commit zina, if

they have never been married before, they will be lashed 100 lashes,” he

says.

“If they are married while they committed zina, or previously been
married and divorced, and they committed zina, then their punishment

is stoning to death.”

Mr Turnbull told the gathering of about 60 people, the first of its kind hosted by a
Prime Minister, to unite against extremism.
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Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull hosted an Iftar dinner celebrating Ramadan at Kirribilli House in
Sydney. Picture: AAP

“The aim of extremists including those committing violence through a warped
and nihilist interpretation of religion is to divide us and to turn our citizens

against each other — but we will not let them win,” Mr Turnbull said.

“Acts of terror like Sunday's massacre in Orlando are perpetrated to divide us
alonglines of race, religion, sect and sexuality — but that kind of hatred and division

must not prevail.

“We must stand together like we do tonight as one Australian family united

against terrorism, racism, discrimination and violence.”

Mr Turnbull's office last night confirmed that Sheik Shady was invited to the dinner
as the president of the ANIC.

“Views like this are wrong, unacceptable and | condemn them,” Mr Turnbull said

in a statement to the Herald Sun last night
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"Mutual respectis the key to the success of cur diverse, tolerant,

multicultural society.”

Labor leader Bill Shorten declined an invitation to the dinner,

Vietorian Labor MP Michael Danby said: "After Orlando, in particular, Malcolm
Turnbull ought to have had the sense to slam the door in the face of this

despicable hate-preacher.

“it is now clearly established that hateful words directly lead to Grlando-style
horror,” he said

“The standard you invite to dinner is the standard you accept.”

Sheik Alsuleiman said he “unequivocally” rejected the claim he called for

the punishment of gay people.

“Asan Australian and a Muslim | unreservedly condemn the vilification and
oppression of any group of people based on race, religion, gender, sexuality, or

other criteria for that matter,” he said in a statement.

He said Islam “espouses there is no compulsion in religion and diversity is the
norm.”

“As human beings, we need to come together to overcome and combat the hate

that is fuelling so much violence in the world today.’
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Mr Turnbull said his department would not

have invited Sheik Shady Al-Suleiman to an

[ftar dinner at Kirribilli House to mark Ramadan last night if he was aware of the offensive

comments he made about homosexuals.

“I'do regret his invitation. He was invited in an official capacity as president of the

Imam Council and the guest list was assembled by my department,” he told 3AW.

“If I had been aware he had made those remarks about homosexuals and gay people, he

would not have been invited.”

Mr Turnbull said he was told of Sheik Shady Al-Suleiman's offensive comments and

videos at last night’'s dinner by a stafler.

/_u
Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull hosted an [iar
Picture: AAp
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Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull hosts an Iftar dinner celebrating Ramadan at

Kirribilli House. Picture;: AAP

The Sheik once called AIDS a divine punishment for gays and for adulterers to be

stoned to death.

Online videos also show Sheik Shady saying women would be “hung by their breasts in

hell” and women should not even look at men.

The Australian-born Sheik has also previously called on God to help “destroy the
enemies of Islam”™ and for adulterers to be stoned to death.
Mr Turnbull condemned the sheik's remarks.

“That's the first time [ have heard of that and it's completely unacceptable,” Mr

['urnbull said.

“I condemn remarks of that kind. They have no place in Australian law or Australian

culture.”

0:00 / 146

Shady Sheikh says women must obey their husbands to 'enter paradise’
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Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull speaks at the event. Picture: AAP

Among the guests at the dinner included Gold Logie winner Waleed Aly and wife Susan
Carland, head of the Australian Multicultural Foundation Hass Dellal, Archbishop of

Sydney, Reverend Glenn Davies and Richmond footballer Bachar Houli.

In online videos Shiek Shady has called for the killing of women who engage in premarital
sex: “Remember that if there is an Islamic state the punishment of zina [sex outside
marriage], the punishment of those who commit zina, if they have never been married

before, they will be lashed 100 lashes,” he says.

“If they are married while they committed zina, or previously been married and

divorced, and they committed zina, then their punishmentis stoning to death.”

Mr Turnbull told the gathering of about 60 people, the first ofiits kind hosted by a Prime
Minister, to unite against extremism.
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Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull hosted an Iftar dinner celebrating Ramadan at Kirribilli House in Sydney. Picture:
AAP
“The aim of extremists including those committing violence through a warped and nihilist
interpretation of religion is to divide us and to turn our citizens against each other — but we

will not let them win,” Mr Turnbull said.

“Acts of terror like Sunday's massacre in Orlando are perpetrated to divide us along lines of

race, religion, sect and sexuality — but that kind of hatred and division must not prevail.

“We must stand together like we do tonight as one Australian family united against

terrorism, racism, discrimination and violence.”

Mr Turnbull's office last night confirmed that Sheik Shady was invited to the dinner as the

president of the ANIC.

“Views like this are wrong, unacceptable and | condemn them,” Mr Turnbull said in a

statement to the Herald Sun last night
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“Mutual respectis the key to the success of our diverse, tolerant, multicultural
society.”
Labor leader Bill Shorten declined an invitation to the dinner.

Victorian Labor MP Michael Danby said: “After Orlando, in particular, Malcolm Turnbull

ought to have had the sense to slam the door in the face of this despicable hate-preacher.

“It is now clearly established that hateful words directly lead to Orlando-style horror,” he said
“The standard you invite to dinner is the standard you accept.”
Sheik Alsuleiman said he "uneguivocally” rejected the claim he called for the

punishment of gay people.

“Asan Australian and a Muslim | unreservedly condemn the vilification and oppression of any
group of people based on race, religion, gender, sexuality, or other criteria for that matter,”

he said in a statement.

He said Islam “espouses there is no compulsion in religion and diversity is the norm.”

“As human beings, we need to come together to overcome and combat the hate that is fuelling

so much violence in the world today.’



98

99

100

101

102

|03
|04
| 05
| 06
{07

The Advertiser

Prime Minister Malcolm
Turnbull dines with hate
preacher

James Campbell, Rob Harris, Kara Irving, Herald Sun

June 16, 2016 10:30pm

PRIME Minister Malcolm Turnbull said he regrets the invitation for an Islamic
preacher — who once called AIDS a divine punishment for gays — to attend a

government hosted dinner
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Mr Turnbull said his department would not have invited Sheik Shady Al-Suleiman to an
[ftar dinner at Kirribilli House to mark Ramadan last night il he was aware of the offensive
comments he made about homosexuals.

“I do regret his invitation. Ile was invited in an official capacity as president of the

Imam Council and the guest list was assembled by my department,” he told 3AW.

“If I had been aware he had made those remarks about homosexuals and gay people, he

would not have been invited.”

Mr Turnbull said he was told of Sheik Shady Al-Suleiman's offensive comments and

videos at last night’s dinner by a staffer.

Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull hested an Iftar dinner celebrating Ramadan at Kirribilli House in Sydney.,
Picture: AAp
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Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull hosts an Iftar dinner celebrating Ramadan at
Kirribilli House. Picture: AAP

The Sheik once called AIDS a divine punishment for gays and for adulterers to be

stoned to death.

Online videos also show Sheik Shady saying women would be “hung by their breasts in

hell” and women should not even look at men.

The Australian-born Sheik has also previously called on God to help “destroy the
enemies of Islam’ and for adulterers to be stoned to death.
Mr Turnbull condemned the sheik’s remarks.

“I'hat’s the first time 1 have heard of that and it's completely unacceptable,” Mr
Turnbull said.

“ condemn remarks of that kind. They have no place in Australian law or Australian

culture.”

0:00 / 146

Shady Sheikh says women must obey their husbands to 'enter paradise’
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Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull speaks at the event. Picture: AAP

Among the guests at the dinner included Gold Logie winner Waleed Aly
and wife Susan Carland, head of the Australian Multicultural Foundation
Hass Dellal, Archbishop of Sydney, Reverend Glenn Davies and Richmond

footballer Bachar Houli.

In online videos Shiek Shady has called for the killing of women who engage in
premarital sex: “Remember that if there is an Islamic state the punishment
of zina [sex outside marriage], the punishment of those who commit zina, if
they have never been married before, they will be lashed 100 lashes,” he

says.

“If they are married while they committed zina, or previously been
married and divorced, and they committed zina, then their punishment

is stoning to death.”

Mr Turnbull told the gathering of about 60 people, the first of its kind hosted by a
Prime Minister, to unite against extremism.
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Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull hosted an Iftar dinner celebrating Ramadan at Kirribilli House in
Sydney. Picture: AAP

“The aim of extremists including those committing violence through a warped
and nihilist interpretation of religion is to divide us and to turn our citizens

against each other — but we will not let them win,” Mr Turnbull said.

“Acts of terror like Sunday's massacre in Orlando are perpetrated to divide us
alonglines of race, religion, sect and sexuality — but that kind of hatred and division

must not prevail.

“We must stand together like we do tonight as one Australian family united

against terrorism, racism, discrimination and violence.”

Mr Turnbull's office last night confirmed that Sheik Shady was invited to the dinner

as the president of the ANIC.

“Views like this are wrong, unacceptable and | condemn them,” Mr Turnbull said

in a statement to the Herald Sun last night
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“Mutual respectis the key to the success of our diverse, tolerant,

multicultural society.”

Labor leader Bill Shorten declined an invitation to the dinner.

Victorian Labor MP Michael Danby said: “After Orlando, in particular, Malcolm
Turnbull ought to have had the sense to slam the door in the face of this

despicable hate-preacher.

“It is now clearly established that hateful words directly lead to Orlando-style
horror,” he said

“The standard you invite to dinner is the standard you accept.”

Sheik Alsuleiman said he "unequivocally” rejected the claim he called for

the punishment of gay people.

“Asan Australian and a Muslim | unreservedly condemn the vilification and
oppression of any group of people based on race, religion, gender, sexuality, or

other criteria for that matter,” he said in a statement.

He said Islam “espouses there is no compulsion in religion and diversity is the
norm.”

“As human beings, we need to come together to overcome and combat the hate

that is fuelling so much violence in the world today.’
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